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Learning Conversations

Learning Conversations are a very important
part of the school &6s
sations are a formal opportunity for students
to explain their learning at the ASMS to their
parents/carers and their Tutor, and for the
parents/carers, student and Tutor to have a
three way conversation about that learning.

To support students on their pathway to be-
coming self-regulated learners, all ASMS stu-
dents are expected and supported to con-
struct a Personalised Learning Portfolio fito
track their learning, reflect on their learning
and to plan their pathways through the
school and into the world outside. This Port-
folio is used as the basis for the student to

Issue 3 - 28 March 2008

O AUSTRALIAN
SCIENCE &
SCHOOL
{
It is interesting to note that as part of the
fruturegSAGEnevery Stidens veill developa e r - Term 1 2008
Personal Learning Plan beginning in 2009. Upcoming Events
Because of our work with Personal Learning
Portfolios the ASMS is in a very good position Learning Conversations
to implement the Future SACE Personal Wednesday 9th April
Learning Plans. 4.00pm-8.00pm
The Learning Conversations are being con-
ducted on Wednesday 9 April between 4pm Last Day of Term 1
and 8pm. If parents/carers are unavailable Friday 11th April 2.20pm
on this evening, they are asked to contact Finish
their childés Tutor to arrange a m
time for the conversation.
Kevin Nelson: Student Counselling
o————

or

present their learning to their parent/carer
and Tutor at the Learning Conversation.

The New Compulsory Education Age

As from 1 January 2009, the new compulsory education age
will mean that all students aged 16 to 17 years must be
either enrolled in a school or other approved learning pro-
gram, or a combination of these. Those students who have
gained employment which will prevent them from partici-
pating fully in education will need to obtain an exemption.

An information package will be provided for circulation to
all Year 10 students.

What are the new requirements?

The new law will require all 16 year olds to be in full time
education or training until they achieve a qualification or

turn 17. Under the new law, these young people are con-
sidered 6children of compul s

When does this start?
From 1 January 2009
Who does the new law apply to?

Young people aged 16 years. From 1 January 2009, the
6compul sory education aged |
who are over 16 and until they turn 17.

Is the school leaving age changing?
No, the school leaving age remains at 16.

So how is the compulsory education age different from
the school leaving age?

From the age of 6, and until children turn 16, they must be
enrolled in and attend a school. Under the new law, 16

year olds will be required to be in school or other
6approved | earning programbd
tion or until they turn 17.

What is an approved learning program?
Approved learning programs include:

e Traditional secondary school, including studying towards
the South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE),

@ Government of South Australia

Department of Education and
Children’s Services

International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma or Steiner Edu-
cation (Waldorf Schools) Secondary Certificate.

Technical and Further Education (TAFE) courses or ac-
credited courses offered by Registered Training Organi-
sations

Apprenticeships or traineeships

University degrees, diplomas or other university award
courses.

Other programs authorised by the Minister for Education
and Childrends Services.

e Or a combination of the above

Wrathf a f6‘§/éhrcoﬂj EoimBIé}es ILE or equivalent
before they turn 177

Upon completion of the SACE or an equivalent qualification
(such as the IB Diploma or TAFE certificate), a 16 year old
will not be required to participate in any approved learning
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Can a 16 year old ha\ge% pa¥t -time jobyunder thglgs nepw P
legislation?

Yes, provided it does not affect their ability to take part in
their approved learning program.

What if a 16 year old wants to work full  -time or is not

able to attend school or training?
A 16 year old may seek an exemption if they:
e Have full-time work fi minimum of 25 hours a week i or

e Rdvé ihdivitlubl efsorl@iftunmdtinees: dor examplé, if f i ¢ a -
a young person of ©&dcompul sory
quired to work to support their family or has carers re-
sponsibilities. Those responsibilities could also become

part of a young personds O6appr
help them stay involved in education or training.
é.cont on paq



International Woman's Day

ASMS Students with Margaret
Pomeranz (left), Penny Wong
(right) and His Excellency Rear
Admiral Kevin Scarce, Governor
of South Australia (bottom

right)

On the morning of Wednesday 5 March, seven female students

and three staff me mber s

Day breakfast at the Adelaide Convention Centre. The function
started at 6.30 in the morning, so it was an early wake -up for all

of the girls involved.

Just under 2000 women and a few men attended the breakfast,

mak i this the |

Australia.

ng argest

Penny Wong, Australian Labor Party politician and a member of the Senate, an elder of Kaurna people

and Margaret
the distinguished guests.

Pomer anz,

attended the I nternational
I nternational Womends Day
who now appears on the ABC

Margaret Pomeranz was the special guest speaker for the morning and she spoke about her career in
film production and the censorship of films in Australia and her involvement in protesting against this.
She was very brave to stand up for what she believed in and this is something we should all strive to do.

The breakfast was a very good opportunity for all different sorts of women from Adelaide to come to-

gether and listen to such an inspirational speech.

Charlotte Russell -Maynard: ASMS Student (Year 11)

Variety of Life Zoo Excursion

As part of our Variety of Life studies, all students
currently working within the Ecosystems group
went on an excursion to the Adelaide Zoo in late
February. We are currently studying ecosystems
S0 our main goal at the zoo was to observe how
the Zoological Society is able to recreate the vari-
ous habitats from around the world and accommo-
date the adaptations of the animals within each
enclosure.
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Ruth Hall, the Sen-

ior Education Offi-

cer at the Zoo

spoke with groups

of students about

the various factors

the zoo considers

when designing

exhibits. It was

ingenious how they not only incorporated the natu-
ral environment but allowed animals to be viewed
from below or even allow the Orangutans over the
tiger exhibit.

We had the choice of focusing on either coastal,
desert or wetland ecosystems at the zoo and fol-
lowing up our research by completing an assign-
ment involving the design our own zoo enclosures.
Overall it was enjoyable day that allowed us to es-
cape the confines of the building and do some
practical investigation.

Jonathan Mackenzie: ASMS Student (Year 11)
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